English II – The House on Mango Street

Narrative Warm-Up

We will soon be composing Personal Vignettes. Consider this “outline” for a warm-up creative writing activity. 
Take your character on a stroll down a street in your neighborhood or a familiar part of town.  It is important in creative writing and poetry to use vivid details which are clear and relatable to the reader. When the outline asks for a “focal point”, choose a particular object or location to describe vividly.  In between these three “focal points” you will interweave other actions and details.

- FOCAL POINT #1

- Specific Action

- FOCAL POINT #2

- Action or Evolving Image (something begins to change)

- FOCAL POINT #3

- Action or final reflection (a lesson learned)

Example:


A bicyclist approaches me from the tree-lit distance as the purplish hue of the rider’s clothing blurs into focus (FP1).  I increase the speed of my jog so as to meet the bicyclist at a point where the concrete widens and allows us both to pass without invading the grass (Action).  The grass is plush beneath my feet, waving in the autumn breeze like a Welcome Home Parade (FP2). 

His purplish race clothes transform into separate blues and reds while the stranger’s stone face glares through yellowish sunglasses (Evolving Image).  The phraseless logo of his bike races by me in electric colors, saying “Danger!” as I fail to read the speed of his violent course aiming towards me (FP3).  Stepping onto the screaming grass, I sneer at the irony of the friendless rider in this suburban haven of peace, wind, and the color of green (Final reflection).
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